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Introduction

Homework completion and engagement has been found to be an important predictor of attainment (Eren and
Henderson, 2008; EEF, 2021; Guo et al., 2024; Harland et al., 2024). Time spent on homework also appears to play
arole, including in relation to maths attainment specifically. An analysis of the PISA 2022 data found that pupils
who reported spending over one hour per day on homework (across all subjects) had significantly higher
mathematics performance than pupils who reported spending less time than this (Ingram et al., 2023). Pupils who
spent between 30 minutes and 1 hour a day on maths homework specifically had higher mathematics scores than
pupils who spent less time. EEF’s review of homework (EEF, 2021) found that published studies of homework in
secondary education had an average positive impact, broadly equivalent to an additional five months of progress.
However, EEF’s security rating for this evidence is low, due to concerns with study design and lack of independent
evaluations. The EEF commissioned an impact evaluation to generate causal evidence on this area. The project
began with a scoping phase to assess feasibility of conducting a robust impact evaluation. The primary aim of the
scoping phase was to test the feasibility of an impact evaluation. During the scoping phase we gathered information
that may also be of interest to schools. This short report presents evidence from our survey of state-funded
secondary schools in England, exploring the nature and variation of homework club provision and broader
homework culture for pupils aged 11-16.

Methods

In September-October 2025, we conducted a survey of all state-funded secondary schools (n=3,189). We received
responses from 187 schools (6%), of which 177 responses (95%) were from senior leaders. The survey included
questions on homework setting and completion, approaches to supporting homework, whether the school has a
homework club, and if so, how homework clubs are run, student attendance, and barriers and strategies for
promoting attendance. To assess feasibility of an impact evaluation in this area, we also collected information
about homework clubs by web scraping school websites, to compare with survey responses.

Given the low response rate, findings should be interpreted with caution, as they may not be representative of the
wider population due to non-response bias.

Survey findings
Homework setting and completion

Schools were asked about the importance of setting homework in their school culture, the amount of homework
set, completion rates and sanctions for non-completion. All schools who responded to the survey set some
homework. The amount of weekly homework set varied substantially across schools. Based on schools’
expectations of the time taken by an average student, the median homework set was 4 hours for Key Stage 3 (KS3),
and 7 hours for Key Stage 4 (KS4). For maths, the median homework set was 1 hour for both KS3 and KS4. At KS3,
almost all schools (89%) set between 0.5 - 1 hour of maths homework, while at KS4 there was a larger spread, with
almost all schools (94%) setting between 0.5-2 hours. For English, the patterns of homework were very similar to
maths.

Schools were asked to identify up to four sanctions which they used most when students did not complete
homework. This was asked to understand whether homework clubs/support was used as a sanction. The most
common responses were lunchtime detention (39% of schools), verbal warning (20%) and parental contact (16%).
Almost a third of schools (29%) applied the same sanction(s) across all contexts, while many schools chose a
response based on whether it was a repeated occurrence or not (46%), teacher discretion (42%) and/or student
personal circumstances (41%).

Homework clubs

For the purposes of the survey, a homework club was defined as a dedicated and supervised time and space for
completing homework that is explicitly advertised to students. We recognise that there is some ambiguity about
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what provision would ‘count’ as a homework club. For example, if a school advertises that the library is open after
school for homework completion, this may fulfil a similar function to a formal ‘homework club’ and may have been
considered equivalent by respondents.

Almost all schools who responded to the survey (92%) reported having a homework club for KS3/4 students. This
may be an overestimate compared with the population of state-funded schools in England, as schools with
homework clubs may have been more likely to respond to the survey. Where schools did not have a homework club
(n=13), reported reasons varied. The most commonly selected options were that students completed homework
consistently (n=4) or that staffing a homework club would be challenging (n=3).

Schools who reported running homework clubs (n=172) were asked about how the clubs were run. Homework clubs
were most commonly staffed by teaching assistants/support staff (73%) and/or teachers (51%), with over a quarter
of schools deploying library staff (28%). Relatively few schools used senior leaders (10%). Other responses (5%),
provided as open-text responses, included cover supervisors, prefects and sixth form students. Most schools
expected staff at homework clubs to support students with homework (76%) and provided access to
tablets/computers for all students (76%) or some students (19%).

Schools with homework clubs (n=172) were also asked about the targeting, timing and hours of homework club.
Almost half of schools with a homework club (49%) ran a single homework club which was open to all students and
subjects, while almost half (49%) targeted homework clubs, most commonly to specific students (25%), year
groups (20%) or subjects (19%)." Almost all schools with homework clubs offered at least some of this provision
after school (91%), while almost half of schools (47%) offered some provision at break or lunchtime. Relatively few
schools (14%) offered homework club provision before school.

Schools were asked about the total hours of homework club they offered each week, indicating the total time
investment by the school.? Among schools who reported the total hours of homework club offered (n=170), the
median weekly time provided was 4 hours. Responses ranged from 0.5 hours to more than 9 hours.

As the scoping study had a particular emphasis on the time available to an individual student to complete their
maths homework, we also asked questions to establish how many hours per week of homework club are available
outside the school day, where KS3/4 students could complete maths homework. This excluded homework clubs
during breaks within the school day (i.e. at break or lunchtime), or with a specific subject focus other than maths,
but included general homework clubs. Where different homework clubs were available for different year groups,
we asked for the number of hours available for each year group (7-11) and used the average number of hours, to
create a single figure for comparison with other schools.®

Of schools who reported a homework club (n=172), most (87%) had some time outside school when students could
complete maths homework. Among these schools (n=149), the median weekly time available was 3 hours, and the
mean was 3 hours 15 minutes. Figure 1 below shows the distribution of time available.

" The remaining 2% of respondents did not know whether their homework club was targeted.

2 Please note that where homework clubs are targeted to different year groups (20% of schools), this would differ from the
amount of time available to a specific student where homework clubs were targeted. For example, a school offering one hour
of homework club for each of Years 7-11 would be investing 5 hours a week.

3 For schools offering homework clubs to each year group, the median time available was 1 hour per week for each year group
Year 7-Year 10, and 2 hours per week for Year 11.
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Figure 1: Hours of homework club outside the school day where students can complete maths homework
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Homework clubs scoping survey, schools with some homework club provision outside the school day where
students can complete maths homework (n=149).

Together, these analyses show that behind the apparently ubiquitous provision of homework clubs, there is wide
variation in the number of hours available for students, including the hours available outside the school day (when
most students are expected to complete their homework).

Most schools with homework clubs (n=172) were using multiple strategies to encourage students to use homework
club. The most common strategies were staff directly promoting the club to students (78%), staff inviting targeted
students (75%) and promotion to parents/carers (75%). Details are shown in Figure 2 below.

Figure 2: Encouraging attendance at homework club

Which of the following strategies does your schooluse
to encourage KS3/4 studentsto attend homework club?

Staff directly promoting the club to students I 78%

Promoting the club to parents/carers I 75%
Staff inviting targeted students I 75%

Information on the schoolwebsite I 39%

Posters I 38%

Rewarding attendance I 36%
Peer promotion I 17%
Other W 6%
| don'tknow M 2%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
% of schools

Homework clubs scoping survey, schools with homework clubs, n=172

Respondents were asked to indicate the approximate percentage of KS3/4 students who attend homework club at
least once a week. The mean reported proportion was 16% (standard deviation 15%), while the median was 12%.
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Figure 3: Staff-reported percentage of KS3/4 students who attend homework club at least once a week
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Homework clubs scoping survey, schools with homework clubs, n=168

Based on staff perceptions, the most extensive barrier to student attendance at homework club was out-of-
school commitments (67% of schools reported this was a barrier ‘a lot’ or ‘quite a bit’). This reflects the finding
that most homework clubs were held after school and would therefore compete with students’ existing
commitments. About half of schools reported that disengagement from schoolwork (50%) and student energy
levels before/after school (49%) were significant barriers (reported ‘a lot’ or ‘quite a bit’). Details are shown in
Figure 4.

Figure 4: Barriers to homework club attendance

To what extent do the following factors act as barriers
to homework club attendance for KS3/4 students?

Out-of-school commitments SO 46%
Disengagement from schoolwork [JiSS0NL " 350 44% [ ]
Student energy levels before/after... 2l 7% | 39% [12% ]

Student preference for otherclubs [HBSL 81% | 53% [ ]
Lack of transport options [ S2000 20% | 31% [ 27% ]

Social stigma and/or peer influence [BGL 27% | 44% [ 18% |
Lack of awareness [[114% ] 47% | 37% |

Lack of parental permission [J79§] 54% | 37% |

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
EAlot EQuiteabit OAlittle ONotatall

Homework clubs scoping survey, schools with homework clubs, n=169
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Financial cost of homework clubs

Schools were asked to identify any direct financial costs they incurred from running homework club. The most
frequently reported financial cost for schools was employing staff for additional hours to run homework club,
reported by about half of schools (54%). Other commonly reported costs were refreshments, learning materials,
and additional devices.

Figure 5: Direct financial costs of homework club

Additional hours for staff 54%
Refreshments 26%
Other learning materials 23%
Additional devices 19%
| don’t know 17%
Other 12%
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
% schools

Homework clubs scoping survey, schools with homework clubs, n=169

Other homework support

All survey respondents were asked about other forms of homework support. The most common forms of support
other than homework clubs were access to a quiet space outside school hours* (72% of schools), rewards for
homework completion (70%), access to computers/tablets outside school hours (68%) and a homework planner
(59%). Details are shown in Figure 6 below.

4 This is distinguished from a formal ‘homework club’ because available spaces (e.g. a library or computer lab) may not be
directly supervised, and/or may not be directly advertised to students for homework completion.
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Figure 6: Other forms of homework support

Which other support do you offer
for KS3/4 students to complete homework?

Access to a quiet space outside schoolhours _ 72%
Rewards for homework completion _ 70%
Access to computers/tablets outside schoolhours _ 68%
Homework planner [N 59%
Study support/mentoring _ 45%

Take-home digital devices for students who need one [ 35%

Organised peer support _ 24%

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Homework clubs scoping survey, schools with homework clubs, n=182

Information about homework clubs on school websites

As part of the scoping research, we used web scraping to search school websites for 50 schools who responded to
the survey, and collect any text relating to homework clubs. We compared this with manual searches of the same
school websites. For each school, we compared whether the school appeared to provide a homework club, based
on (1) web scraping (2) manual searches and (3) survey response. We assumed that the survey response was
accurate. This analysis showed that the findings from the website did not match the survey response for about a
quarter of the small sample of schools. Most commonly, schools reported in the survey that they ran a homework
club, but we were unable to find this information on the website. This aligns with the survey finding that less than
half of schools use their website to encourage homework club attendance.



Homework Clubs
Scoping phase research brief

Conclusions

Almost all schools who responded to the survey had some form of homework club. While the low response rate to
the survey means this number may not accurately reflect the prevalence of homework clubs, it does suggest that
homework clubs are a widely used strategy to support homework completion.

Among survey respondents with homework clubs, the median school provided a total of 4 hours of homework club
each week. This provision of 4 hours is in line with the median hours of homework set at Key Stage 3, but less than
the median seven hours of homework set at Key Stage 4. Further, almost half of schools said they targeted
homework club to specific subjects, year groups or pupils, which may reduce the time available to an individual
student. Considering the time available for students to complete maths homework outside school hours (which
was the focus subject for this scoping study), there was a wide variation in the number of hours available. However,
about three quarters of schools also provided access to a quiet space outside school hours, which could
supplement more formally advertised or supported homework club provision.

Schools’ homework clubs varied by when they are held, who staffs them, and whether staff provide active support
or simply supervision. Almost all schools who responded to the survey provide some after-school homework clubs.
However, respondents perceived that out of school commitments were a significant barrier to attendance at
homework club, which may limit their accessibility to some students who need them.

In conjunction with the survey, our scoping research investigated the feasibility of web scraping school websites to
understand the national distribution of homework club provision. This analysis showed that some schools which
reported homework clubs via a survey did not advertise this on their websites. Similarly, less than half of schools
who responded to the survey said they used the school websites to encourage attendance. So school websites are
not a reliable way of determining information about the provision of homework clubs.

School are investing substantial time in homework clubs, and about half are also incurring ongoing staff costs, such
as additional hours. As there is currently no evidence about the impact of homework clubs, or how they can be
most effective, it is important to undertake more rigorous research to inform leaders’ decisions about how best to
support homework completion, particularly for disadvantaged pupils. Given the range of approaches to homework
clubs and other homework support, this should include identifying the mechanisms through which homework
clubs aim to improve homework completion and quality, and testing whether these work in practice.
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Appendix: Survey Questions

Job role
B What is your primary role Ploaze zalact ona 1 Headteacher or Daputy Headtaachear
within the school? response.

2 Othar member of the Sanior Leadarship

Team

3 ‘Yedr group or subject lead

4 Teachar

5 Teaching Assistant (TA) or ather support staff

member

G Other - please axplain: [DE - 20 charactars

s

Homework culture in your school

Pleaze mowva the slider on the zcale ta tha position that best reflects the situation in your school.

& Haows would you describe tha role [slidar scale - 100 stopping points with no percentages shown]
homework plays in your school's

[basaline - 0] We don't set any homework.
ovarall approach to taaching and

learmning in KS3/47 [midpoint - 50] We sat homework but it's not a core part of our

teaching and learning madsal

[endpoint - 100] Homewark is a core part of eaching and leaming at

our school

Show questions D to U jor pages 5 to 22) if C is not equal to 0.

Homework culture in your school

Pleasa mowve the slider on the scale to the position that best raflects the situation in your school.

11
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[0} How would you describa [slider scala]
homework complation ratas in

K53/4 at your schoal?

[baseline] Most studants rarely complata the homework that is sat

[midpoint] Most students usually complete tha homeawork that is
sat

[endpoint] All students always complete tha homework that is set

Homework expectations at your school

Please mowve the siider on the scale to the position that best reflects the sitvation in your schoal.

E Approximately how much tima is 1 overall?

the avaraga K53 studant . : ;
[slider scale - labelled every 5 hours with stopping point

expected to spand on homawark
ewery hour] "0 hours" ta 159+ hours

per wasak...

2 ...for Maths?

[slider scale - labelled every 2 hours with stopping point
evary half hour] ‘0 hours' to '8+ hours’

3 ...for English?

[slider scale - labelled every 2 hours with stopping point
eveary half hour] *0 hours' to '8+ hours’

Homework expeactations at your schoaol

Please move the slider on the scale to the position that bast reflects the situation in your schoal.

F Approximately how much tima is 1 overall?

the avaraga K54 studant . : .
[slider scale - laballed every 5 hours with stopping point

expected to spand on homawark
avary hour] ‘0 hours" ta *15+ hours'

per wasak...

2 ...for Maths?

[slider scale - labelled every 2 hours with stopping point
evary half hour] ‘0 hours' to '8+ hours’

3 ..for English?

[slider scale - labelled every 2 hours with stopping point
evary half hour] *0 hours" to 'S+ hours’

12
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Sanctions for homework non-complation

G What sanction(s) would a K53/4 1 Lunchtime detention

student at your school expect to

receiva if they did not complete = After-school detention

their homework?

Please rank (up to) the four most 3 Compulsory attendance at homework club

comman sanctions, where 1is

the most common and 4 is the 4 Varbal warnings

least commaon.

You will ba asked about 5 Tamparary loss of access to axtra-
excaptions in the following curricular activities
question.

[ Parantal contact

7 Raflaction or apology notes

g Additional homeawark

a Academic conseguencas (a.g. grade

deductions)
10 Suspansion or axclusion
11 Mo sanction

12 Othear — please briefly explain: [OE - 30

charactaers]

Sanctions for homework non-completion
H What determines which [if any) Plgase select 1 Student parsonal circumstances (a.g.
sanction is applied? all that apply. hiame environment, SEM)
2 Student bahaviour in other areas
3 Teacher discretion

13
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4 Wheather it is a one-off or repeated

aCCurrencse

5 Another factor - please briefly explain: [OE

—max 30 characters)

=1 Thea sanction is always the same [mutually

exclusiva]

Homework clubs

I Does your school offar any Pigase salect 1 Yes
hiamework clubs for students in anea responsa.
K53r47 2 Mo

By homework club, we meana
dedicated and supanased time 3 I don't kniow
and space for complating
homework that is explicitly
adwvertised to students.

Homewaork clubs
] What isfare the homawork Piegase salect 1 Homework club
club{z) at your school callad? all that apply.

2 Otheris) — please provida: [OE-50

characters max]

3 I don't kmow [mutually exclusiva)

Homewaork clubs

K To the bast of your knowledga, Please salect 1 Our students wouldn't use it.
what isfara the reason(s) for your | all that apply.

school not offering a homeawork =

club?

Wa don't hawe the space.

3 It would be too challenging to staff.

14
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4 We don't see the benefit of it.

(]

Studants already complete their homewark

consistently.

=] Other — please briefly axplain: [OE - 30

characters)

Page 13 - Ask if selected 1.1, mix of SR and MR, Nudge

Homework clubs

If your school offars more than one homework club, please respond to the following questions for all of your

clubs combinad.

L.1 When is homework club offered? | Please select 1 Bafore school
all that apply.
2 Break time orlunch time
3 After school
4 I dont knowe [mutually exclusival
L2 Who supamvises homework club? | Please select 1 Taacher|s)
all that apply.
2 TAis) or support staff
3 Library staff
4 Senior Leader(s)

Other - please briefly explain: [OE - 30

L]

character max]

4] I don't know [mutually axclusiva)
L.3 Ara suparvising staff axpacted to Please selact 1 s
support students with their ane responsa.
homework? 2 Mo
3 I dan’t know
L4 Do students hawve access toa Please salact 1 Yes, all do
school tablat or computar during | one responsa.
homework club? 2 Yes, soma do
3 Mo

15
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4 I don™ kmoowe

Homewark clubs

Please move the siider on the scale to the position that best reflects the situation in your school.

M. Approximately what proportion of | [slider scale] "Mone” to AL
K53/4 students at your school
attend homework club at least

once perweesk?

M.2 | What is the total amount of [slider scale - labelled every 2 hours with stopping point every
homework club time your school | half hour] “0 hours' to "9+ hours'
offers to K53/ students per

waek?

I there are multiple homework
clubs, please complete for all the
clubs combined.

M.3 | How much of this homework club | [slider scale - labelled every 2 hours with stopping point every
time ocours during school hours half hour] *0 hours' to "9+ hours'

{e.g. at lunch time)?

Homework clubs
M Is your K53/4 homework club Plgase selact 1 Mo, thare isone homawork club for all
provision targeted in anmy way? all that apply. students and subjacts. [mutually exclusive]
2 Yes, our homework clubs are targeted to
spacific year groups.
3 Yes, our homework clubs are targeted to

spacific subjects.

4 Yes, our homework clubs are targated to
spacific groups of students (a.g. with SEM,
eligible for Pupil Pramium).

5 Othear — please briefly axplain: [OE - 30

characters max)

16
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We are particularly interested in undarstanding how homework clubs might help with the completion of maths

homeawork spacifically.

Approdimataly how many hours perwaek of homawork club ars available beforefafter school for KS53/74 students

to complets maths homework?
Plaass do not include time that is available during lunch or at break.
This includes ganeralfcross-subject homework clubs, as wall as maths homawork clubs.

Pleasa move the slider on the scale to the position that best reflects the situation in your school.

a [slider scale - labellad every 2 hours with stopping point every half howr] *0 hours' to "8+ hours”

Homework clubs

We are particularly interested in undarstanding how homework clubs might help with the completion of maths

homeawork spacifically.

Approximataly how many hours perwaek of homawork club are availabla beforefafter school for students in the
following year groups to complete maths homework?

Plaase do not include time that is available during lunch or at break.
This includes ganaralfcross-subject homework clubs, as wall a5 maths homawark clubs.

Please mowe the siider on the scale to the pozition that best reflects the situation in your school.

(28 | Year 7 [slider scale - labelled every 5 hours with stopping point every half hour] "0 hours' to
'8+ hours’

P.2 Year B [slider scala - laballed every 5 hours with stopping point every half hour] "0 hours’ to
G+ hours”

P.3 Yeard [slider scala - labellad every 5 hours with stopping point every half hour] *0 hours' to
'8+ hours"

P.4 Year 10 [slider scale - labellad every 5 hours with stopping point every half hour] *0 hours' to
"B+ hours’

PG Year 11 [slider scale - labelled every 5 hours with stopping point every half hour] "0 hours' to
"8+ hours’

Homework Clubs
Scoping phase research brief
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Page 18, Ask if selected 1.1, MR, Nudge, Randomisa 1-7

Homework clubs

Q Which of the following strateges | Please selact 1 Staff directly promoting the club to
does your school use to all that apply. students (e g. during tutor tima,
encouragae K33/4 students to assemblias)

attend homework club?
2 Staff inviting targeted students (a.g.

students who hawve not completed

homework)
3 Peer promaotion
4 Postars

Information on the school website

L]

=1 Promaoting the club to parants/carars (8.g.

newslatters, taxt massagas)

7 Rewarding attendanca (e.g. snacks, house
points)

B Othar — please briefly axplain: [OE - 30
charactars]

9 I don™t know [mutwally exclusival

Page 19, Ask if selected 1.1, SR per row, Mudge

Barriers to homework club attendance

To the best of your knowladge, to what extent do the following 1 2 3 4
factors act as barrers to homework club attendance for K53/4

students at your school who you think would benefit from Motatall | Alittle Quite a Alot
attanding? bit

Pleasea select one answer per raw.

B.1 Student prafarence for other clubs

R.2 Out-of-school commit ments (e g. family

responsibilitie s, othar activitias)

R.3 Student energy levels befora/after school
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R.d Lack of transport options

R.5 Social stigma andfor paar influance

R.E Lack of awarenass

R.7 Dizengagameant from schoolwork

R.8 Lack of parantal parmission

R.S Othar - please briefly explain: [OE - 30 characters]

Page 20, ask all, SR, Nudge
Homewaork clubs
3 How long has your current Please move [slider scale - labelled evary 2 yaars with
approach to homework clubs the slider on stopping point evary year]
been in place? the scala to

This is the first year
the position

Please exclude disruption ) -
that bast 1 year..... [incraase inintagars]

resulting from the pandamic.
refiects the

9 years
Please answer even if your St gk i
approachis not ta offera your school. 10+ years
Rmawari e, [zeparate tick box] | don't know {click ‘Resat” if

you have already moved the slider) [separata]

Page 21, ask if selected 1.1, MR, Nudge, Randomise 1-4

Homework clubs

T Which of the following additional | Please select 1 Additional houwrs for staff (lLe. increased

costs doas your school incur all that apply. cantract hours ar additional payment)

because you run 8 homework
club? 2 Additional devices (e g. laptops, tablats)

FPlease exclude resources

3 Othar lsarmi tarials [e.g. wxthooks,
originally purchased for othear or leaming matarials .2. taxthacke
i t
purposes, even if they are also squipment)
wsed for homework club.
4 Rafreshmants

(]

Othear - please briefly explain: [OE - 30

characters max]
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[ I don't know [mutually exclusiva)

Page 22, ask all, MR, Nudge, Randomise 1-7

Support for homawork completion

U Which othar support doyou affar | Please salect 1 Homewaork plannar (e.g. digital or papear)
for K53/4 students to complata all that apply.
homework? 2 Study support/mentoring (e.g. school staff
or voluntears)
3 Crganised paar support (from other
students)
4 Rewards for homework complation (a.g.

house points)

5 Acocess to s quiet space outside schoaol

hizurs (e.g. classroom, library)

= Access to computarsftablets outside

school hours (g.g. IT suita, Llibrary)

7 Take-home digital devices for students who
need ana

B Othear — please briefly axplain: [OE - 30
charactars]

9 Wa don't affar any {othar) support to

students to complete thair homawork

[mutually exclusiea]

10 I don't know [mutually exclusiva)
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You may re-use this document/publication (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0.

To view this licence, visit https://nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3 or
email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

Where we have identified any third-party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the
copyright holders concerned. The views expressed in this report are the authors’ and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Department for Education.
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