
How to use the Early Years
Evidence Store

The early years lay the foundations for a child’s future.

While high-quality education and care are positive for all children, the benefits for 
economically disadvantaged children are greater.


That’s why developing quality practice is essential if we want every child to have a fair start in
the early years. 


Making changes to practice is hard when educators are so busy and have so many competing 
demands on their time. That’s why the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) worked with 
educators and researchers to create the Early Years Evidence Store.


It’s important to note that evidence can support you to reflect on your practice, but it can’t tell 
you what to do. Use your knowledge of the children and the community you are working with. 
By combining your understanding of research evidence with your professional expertise, you 
can develop evidence-informed practice.

Themes
The Evidence Store includes six key themes for young children’s learning and 
development. These are Communication and Language, Personal Social and 
Emotional Development, Early Literacy, Early Mathematics, Self-regulation and 
Executive Function and Physical Development

Approaches
Within each theme you will find a summary of evidence-informed approaches 
to help you to understand and reflect on your practice. You can use these to get 
up to speed with research evidence quickly. The Evidence Store also provides a 
technical summary of the evidence so you can dig a bit deeper.

Practices
Within each approach, we describe the everyday practices you might use to 
deliver the approach. The practices are illustrated by short video examples and 
they can help you put research evidence into action
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What the Evidence Store includes



The Evidence Store focuses on:
what educators can do to support children’s learning and 

development 

how they can put those approaches into action

why those approaches are important and what research evidence 
says about the

Whatˇs the Evidence Store doesnˇt include



There are many other aspects of quality provision which are very important but are outside the scope of the Evidence Store. (For example:



Leadership

Funding, premises and space

Curriculum planning and assessmen

To make the best use of the Store, itˇs important to take time to engage with the research evidence and use your professional experience and expertise to consider how you might put it into action in your setting.€€
The Store is most useful for reflection, professional learning and supporting the design of effective professional development.€€
It is less effective to use it to search for activities to put into action.€€€
Effective professional development, practical support and teamwork are crucial for making and sustaining changes to practice and developing quality practice.€€
On the next page, we share some suggestions for putting the Evidence Store into action in your setting.€
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Putting the Evidence Store into action in your setting 

Using the Evidence Store to support the development of quality practice and help ensure that every child gets off to a strong start in the early years. 


Themes

Communication & language

Personal Social and emotional development


Self-regulation and executive function


Physical Development

Early Literacy

Early Mathematics

Theme: select the Theme that is most important to develop in your setting. For 
example, you might choose Communication and Language, because your setting 
includes many children with delayed communication. 

Overview: begin by reading the theme Overview, which provides a top-level 
summary of the theme content, including the list of teaching approaches. 

Download: you might download our Two-page summary of the whole theme as a 
quick guide

Early years evidence store

Communication and language


Overview

Teaching and Modelling Vocabulary

Teaching and Modelling Language

Interactive Reading 

Teaching through Collaborative Talk

Teaching and Modelling Social Communication Skills


Approach: select the Approach you think is the best fit for your setting to focus on 
and read the description at the top of the page

Approach 1

Teaching and Modelling Vocabulary

What is teaching and modelling vocabulary?

The educator intentionally uses different language structures to show children how words can be combined to form sentences (grammar). Educators prompt and encourage children to use and apply increasingly complex language structures as their understanding increases.



What does the evidence say?

Carefully monitor children’s progress in their language development, as evidence does not tell us whether 
teaching this approach equally to all children will narrow learning gaps. 

Prioritise teaching this approach through sharing stories and interactive reading. It is also important to provide 
opportunities for children to recall and discuss previous experiences. 

Combine verbal practices with physical strategies, such as acting out stories, or the use of props and pictures to 
have the most impact.

The overall evidence behind teaching and modelling language through stories is strong. However, it does not tell us which individual practices are most effective. 


Within the evidence, educators used some of the following:
Questioning: Do consider the strengths and needs of all socio-economically disadvantaged children, including those pupils who are exceeding age-related expectations.
Sequencing: Donˇt focus solely on pupils who are working below age-related expectations.
Recalling: Using language to describe a previous event or experience.
Recasting: Repeating a word/phrase used by a child with the correct grammar/pronunciation.
Naming and labelling: Providing a name or label for an object, concept, action or skill.
Repetition: Intentionally repeating and reinforcing a taught concept in different contexts, over time.
Imitation: Encouraging children to copy or repeat a word/phrase.€













Download a more detailed evidence summary
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur. Lacus aenean sociis dignissim magna et arcu elit.


Approach in action
Watch the clips below to see ˘real-lifeˇ examples of educators delivering this approach in different settings and contexts.


Exploring polar animals
Watch as Beverley teaches and models vocabulary to her pre-school group of two to four year olds, during guided play.


Full video

Exploring polar animals

Example practices

Questioning

Recalling

Naming and labelling

01:15 Naming and labelling

00: Commenting

Questioning

Repetition

View all

Musical instruments

Pre-school group of two to four year olds, during guided play


Painting and drawing sunflowers

Pre-school group of two to four year olds, during guided play


Nursery water play

Pre-school group of two to four year olds, during guided play


Musical instruments

Pre-school group of two to four year olds, during guided play


Next chapter 

Teaching and Modelling Language

Share this page

W hat does the evidence say? – read this to deepen your understanding of the 
evidence behind the approach and to check it’s relevant and feasible to implement. 
For example, you might choose Interactive Reading because there is strong evidence 
that this can improve language and communication, and it’s feasible in your setting to 
focus on developing quality practice in sharing books with children

Approach 1

Teaching and Modelling Vocabulary


What is teaching and modelling vocabulary?


The educator intentionally uses different language structures to show children how words can be combined to form sentences (grammar). Educators prompt and encourage children to use and apply increasingly complex language structures as their understanding increases.







What does the evidence say?

Carefully monitor children’s progress in 
their language development, as evidence 
does not tell us whether teaching this 
approach equally to all children will narrow 
learning gaps. 

Prioritise teaching this approach through 
sharing stories and interactive reading. It 
is also important to provide opportunities 
for children to recall and discuss previous 
experiences. 

Combine verbal practices with physical 
strategies, such as acting out stories, or 
the use of props and pictures to have the 
most impact.

The overall evidence behind teaching and modelling language through stories is strong. However, it does not tell us which individual practices are most effective. Within the evidence, educators used some of the following:€







Questioning

Do consider the strengths and needs of all socio-economically disadvantaged children, including those pupils who are exceeding age-related expectations.




Sequencing

Donˇt focus solely on pupils who are working below age-related expectations.


Recalling

Using language to describe a previous event or experience.


Recasting

Repeating a word/phrase used by a child with the correct grammar/pronunciation


Naming and labelling

Providing a name or label for an object, concept, action or skill.


Repetition

Intentionally repeating and reinforcing a taught concept in different contexts, over time.



Imitation

Encouraging children to copy or repeat a word/phrase.€


Download a more detailed evidence summary


Approaches and practices in action


Watch the clips below to see ˘real-lifeˇ examples of educators delivering this approach in different settings and contexts.



Exploring polar animals

Watch as Beverley teaches and models vocabulary to her pre-school group of two to four year olds, during guided play.



Practices used in this video: 

1:00 Recapping and questioning

1:00 Recalling

1:00 Questioning

1:00 Imitation

More examples

Recapping and questioning


Explaining Explaining

Share

Was this page useful Yes

Pu tting the approach into action: read this for more in-depth and practical 
information about how to deliver this approach. This includes a list of practices used 
by educators in the evidence.

Approach in Action videos: watch these clips to broaden your understanding of what 
the approach looks like in real life. These are fly on the wall clips from settings across 
England. They are intended to support professional discussion and reflection, not to 
‘exemplify best practice’.

 Focus attention on what the educator does: for example, which practices they use 
during their interactions with the children.

Reflective practice and staff discussions: use the videos as a stimulus for reflective 
practice discussions

PDF

Download a more detailed evidence summary
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur. Lacus aenean sociis dignissim magna et arcu elit.


PDF

Download a more detailed evidence summary
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet consectetur. Lacus aenean sociis dignissim magna et arcu elit.


Additional downloads 

Tw o-page summary poster: share this with the team for a quick reference guide.

Detailed evidence summary: read this to understand the evidence in more detai

M onitor and evaluate: Whilst research evidence can point us to the ‘best bets’, it’s 
important to check that the planned changes are making a positive difference in your 
unique context.

Check at child level: are all children benefiting
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