
 
 

Reciprocal Reading 

Overview of the programme 

Reciprocal Reading is a structured, discussion-based approach to the teaching of reading comprehension.  It aims to 

develop children’s understanding of a text and teach them important strategies for making sense of what they read.  

These strategies – predicting, clarifying, questioning and summarising – are used repeatedly on small sections of the 

text, to deal with any comprehension difficulties as they emerge.  Through repeated use of the strategies, readers 

become more confident in dealing with misunderstandings and start to apply the strategies to their own 

independent reading. 

 

As a targeted intervention, reciprocal reading is often used to address the reading difficulties of children who can 

decode a text but struggle to understand it, although there is the potential to use it with other groups. 

 

This project involves a trained teacher or teaching assistant (TA) teaching at least two 20-30 minute sessions a week 

for 12-16 weeks to the selected group of 4-8 children who have been identified to have reading comprehension 

difficulties. This would be additional provision to their normal reading/English lessons. 

 

The delivery of the programme should be overseen by an experienced member of staff who can support the work of 

the teachers or TAs who are providing the programme to the pupils and act as an ambassador for the programme. 

 

Evidence 
The EEF funded an efficacy trial of FFT Literacy’s Reciprocal Reading programme involving 98 schools and 5,222 

pupils.  This tested a whole-class approach in Year 4 and a targeted approach for students struggling with reading 

comprehension in Years 5 and 6. 
 

The independent evaluation found that children in the targeted intervention made an average of +2 months’ 

additional progress in reading comprehension and overall reading, compared to the control group. Further, results 

showed that the intervention had an even larger positive impact on children who were eligible for free school meals.  

 

What is involved in the training? 
 

A lead teacher for the project and identified teachers/TAs attend 2 training days - one to introduce the reciprocal 

reading approach and the second, some weeks later after the programme has begun in school, where the focus is on 

developing challenge and extending children’s thinking. 

 

There are also 2 half day training ‘visits’ from FFT Literacy staff to support development of practice.  Each ‘visit’ 

follows a training day and focuses on helping school staff implement the programme successfully. 

 

Both the training days and the visits will be completed online via a live webinar or video call. Training will be held on 

a rolling basis, once a cohort of around 5 schools have signed up to take part. A 1 hour online briefing session will be 

provided for the lead teacher ahead of training to enable effective programme set up.   

 

As part of the programme schools are supplied with detailed manuals which support teaching and learning and 9 

copies of 3 books to use with the intervention groups. Schools can purchase additional sets of the recommended 

texts if they wish to.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Who is this for? 
In line with the research trial results the focus of this project is on Year 5 and Year 6 pupils who have difficulties with 

reading comprehension. In particular, schools might target children who decode accurately but find it difficult to 

understand a text or take only very literal meanings from text.   

 

Our recommendation is that the programme is launched with Year 5 children in spring/ summer 2022 with 

intervention sessions continuing into Year 6 in autumn 2022 as necessary. Schools might also wish to extend the 

programme to other groups of children in the academic year 2022 – 23. 

 

Costs and resources  
The full cost for the training and support for 2 teachers/TAs and a lead teacher, together with resources and 

materials (3 manuals and 27 books) costs £2,500 including VAT.  Schools are asked to contribute £500 to this cost. 

The additional costs will be met by the Department for Education.  

 

Schools will also need 2 days’ cover for each teacher/TA attending the live online webinars. Schools may also need to 

provide up to 2 days cover for teachers and teaching assistants to work with FFT Literacy staff on a virtual support 

visit (2 x 1.5-2 hrs) and for planning and preparation of the sessions with pupils. 

 

Where to find out more? 
 

You can find short presentations about reciprocal reading at  

 

https://sway.office.com/MObaAhUJ9qwZAWRB?ref=Link    or 

https://sway.office.com/AfqcqMrDTQXNjatt?ref=Link 

For a discussion about the reciprocal reading programme please contact Andy Taylor on ataylor@fft.org.uk  

 

Or to book a place for your school on this programme and find out the next available training dates, please email 

literacy@fft.org.uk  

 
Schools must have completed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to sign up to the programme and attended 

an initial briefing about the project by July 8th. Training will be held on a rolling basis, once a cohort of schools has 

signed up. We would advise schools to sign up as soon as possible.  
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