
EEF PROGRAMMES
AVAILABLE THROUGH DFE'S ACCELERATOR FUND IN 2021/22

Evidence-informed programmes focused on boosting pupils' maths and literacy skills. Available 
for schools in the RSC regions of the North, East Midlands & Humber, and West Midlands



2Accelerator Fund

CONTENTS

1 Access evidence-informed programmes for your school 3

2 Trials and subsidised programmes—Summary table 4

3 Timelines—2022 5

4 Projects—Subsidised programmes

Embedding Formative Assessment

Reciprocal Reading

Switch-on Reading

6

6

8

10

5 Projects—Research trials

English Mastery

Learning Language and Loving It

Peer Assisted Learning Strategies UK (PALS-UK)

The 5Rs Approach To GCSE Maths Resits

12

12

15

17

19

6 Regional support for schools 21



3Accelerator Fund

The Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) is 
working with the Department for Education (DfE) 
in 2021/2022 to offer schools access to evidence-
informed programmes that have the potential to  
raise pupil attainment. 

Activity will be available to schools in three 
geographical areas selected by the DfE—the Regional 
School Commissioner regions of the North, East 
Midlands and Humber, and the West Midlands. 
Schools in these areas can select the programmes 
and activities most appropriate for their setting and  
for their pupils. 

Schools can get involved in three main types  
of activity:

1. Join research trials of innovative programmes  
that show promise in raising pupil attainment;

2. Receive and deliver effective programmes—those 
that have been proven in an EEF trial to raise pupil 
attainment—at a subsidised price and

3. Access support from the EEF’s Research School 
Network, including training on how to make 
evidence-informed decisions around school 
spending. This work is designed to support schools 
to address challenges in the wake of the pandemic.

Schools in the above three regions can sign up 
directly with the organisations providing the trials or 
subsidised programmes to receive them. Schools are 
able to choose from four trials of programmes and 
four subsidised programmes. On each project page  
of this brochure are details of who to contact if you 
want to sign up. 

What are EEF research trials?

EEF trials test the impact of a particular programme 
on pupil outcomes. The programmes we test show 
some preliminary evidence of promise for raising 
pupil attainment. Schools that sign up to a trial will 
be allocated either to the intervention group or to 
a control group. The intervention group will receive 
the programme, including the relevant training and 
materials, at a heavily discounted rate (or free). The 
control group will not receive the programme and 
will instead continue with their regular teaching 
and be paid for their involvement once all research 
requirements are complete at the end of the trial. 
Schools in both groups contribute to the evidence 
about effective programmes.

What are subsidised programmes? 

Subsidised programmes allow schools to access 
programmes that have been shown to be effective  
in previous EEF trials; schools that sign up will pay  
a lower price than usual. All schools that sign up  
will receive the programme.

Schools can sign up to:

• one trial; or

• one subsidised programme; or 

• one trial and one subsidised programme if the  
trial and subsidised programme do not target  
the same age group and subject. 

All schools are able to access the Supporting 
Recovery programme ran by EEF Research Schools, 
in addition to any trials or subsidised programmes.

1. ACCESS EVIDENCE-INFORMED  
     PROGRAMMES FOR YOUR SCHOOL

1. Join trial 2. Subsidised  
programmes

3. Research  
School support
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2. TRIAL AND SUBSIDISED PROGRAMMES 
    —SUMMARY TABLE

More information about support available from the Research School Network is available on page 21

Project  
name

Trial or 
subsidised 
programme?

Year  
group

Subject Type Training 
delivery

More  
detail on:

1stClass 
@Number

There are no  
more places for 
this programme

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Embedding 
Formative 
Assessment

Subsidised 
programme

Year 7–11 
(secondary 
school)

Feedback Whole school In school  
or online Page 8

Reciprocal 
Reading

Subsidised 
programme Year 5 Reading 

comprehension Targeted Online Page 10

Switch-on 
Reading

Subsidised 
programme

Year 7–8 
(including special 
school settings)

Literacy Targeted

Online only  
or mixture  
of in-person  
and online

Page 12

English  
Mastery Trial Year 7–8 

(Key Stage 3) English Whole class
Mixture of  
in-person  
and online

Page 14

Learning 
Language and 
Loving It

Trial Age 3–4  
(nursery)

Oral  
language All pupils

Mixture of  
in-person  
and online

Page 17

Peer Assisted 
Learning 
Strategies  
(PALS-UK)

Trial Year 5  
(age 9–10) Literacy Whole class In person Page 19

The 5Rs 
Approach to 
GCSE Maths 
Resits

Trial Post-16 Mathematics Whole class In person Page 21

Accelerator Fund
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3. TIMELINES—2022

Project 
name

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

1stClass@
Number

Embedding 
Formative 
Assessment

Schools sign up

Delivery in schools

Reciprocal 
Reading

Schools sign up

Delivery in schools

Switch-on 
Reading

Schools sign up

Delivery in schools (1) Delivery in schools (2)

English  
Mastery Schools sign up Delivery in schools

Learning 
Language 
and Loving It

Schools sign up Delivery in schools

Peer 
Assisted 
Learning 
Strategies 
(PALS-UK)

Delivery in schools

The 5Rs 
Approach to 
GCSE Maths 
Resits

Schools sign up Delivery in schools

Schools sign up Delivery in schools

Schools sign up
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Trial or subsidised programme:  
Subsidised programme

Age group: Year 7–11 (secondary school)

Type (whole class or targeted): Whole school

Subject area: Feedback

When is the programme recruiting?  
January to June 2022

When is programme delivery?   
May 2022 to July 2024

Embedding Formative Assessment

Overview of programme

Embedding Formative Assessment is a professional 
development programme that aims to improve 
pupil outcomes by embedding the use of formative 
assessment strategies across a school. Schools 
receive detailed resource packs to run monthly 
workshops, known as Teacher Learning Communities, 
and teachers conduct structured peer observations 
focusing on the use of formative assessment strategies.

The programme builds on existing evidence that 
formative assessment can improve students’ learning. 
Many schools already prioritise formative assessment 
but often report that it can be challenging to 
implement. The EEF funded this evaluation as it offers 
a scalable approach to supporting schools to deliver 
the approach.

What is involved in implementing the programme? 

Schools receive detailed resource packs to run 
monthly workshops known as Teacher Learning 
Communities (TLCs). Teachers meet in groups of 8 to 
14 with TLC meetings scheduled approximately every 
four weeks, nine meetings per year. Meetings last a 
minimum of 75 minutes and are facilitated by a TLC 
leader. TLC leaders are selected from the staff and  
not expected to be formative assessment experts. 
This is a whole-school programme and, where 
possible, all teachers should take part in TLCs.

The school will be supported by an expert EFA 
mentor who will provide tailored support, training, 
and coaching around the effective implementation 
to ensure the school maximises the impact of the 
programme and it becomes a sustainable feature  
of the school. This support will include:  

• practical planning support for readiness;

• an initial day’s training in-school or online for school 
leaders and teachers leading the TLC meetings; 

• regular email/telephone contact with a mentor  
with key reflection and planning points;

4. PROJECTS—SUBSIDISED PROGRAMMES
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• two face to face visits at the end of year one and 
two to review the programme and plan the next 
steps in implementation; and

• a wide breadth of supporting resources, exemplars, 
and case studies which can be used to support 
and maximise the impact of the programme.

For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

This programme is available to all schools 
with a secondary phase in the target regions. 
The programme is aimed at all teachers and 
children in a school. Teaching staff are required 
to commit around two hours per month. 
Schools are supported by the expert mentor 
for the first two years of the programme.

Cost and resources

The subsidised cost to schools will be £1,589.70.* 
This is 30% of the total cost excluding VAT. The 
programme lasts two years from your starting point. 
In each year there will be nine workshops; 75 minutes 
must be allowed for each workshop. Time must be 
planned between workshops to enable teachers to 
work collaboratively and give feedback on techniques 
observed in lessons.

* Schools will need to cover the VAT for the 
programme, which will bring the total invoice to 
£2,649.50, of which £1,059.80 is VAT and can then  
be claimed back using the schools normal VAT 
process if the school is able to reclaim VAT.

Evidence

Students in an EEF-funded randomised controlled 
trial of Embedding Formative Assessment made the 
equivalent of two months’ additional progress, with 
attainment measured using Attainment 8 GCSE 
scores. This result has a very high security rating.

Website: www.ssatuk.co.uk/efa-funding

Email: adviseme@ssatuk.co.uk

Exclusions: Schools doing Embedding Formative Assessment cannot sign up to other subsidised programmes

For more information and to sign up

https://www.ssatuk.co.uk/cpd/teaching-and-learning/embedding-formative-assessment/dfe-accelerator-fund-for-efa/?utm_source=EEF_brochure&utm_medium=brochure&utm_campaign=DfE_Accelerator_Fund&utm_id=DfE_Accelerator_Fund
mailto:adviseme@ssatuk.co.uk
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Trial or subsidised programme:  
Subsidised programme

Age group: Year 5

Type (whole class or targeted): Targeted

Subject area: Reading comprehension

When is the programme recruiting?  
January to July 2022

When is programme delivery?   
Start dates for the training March to July 2022

Reciprocal Reading 

Overview of programme

Reciprocal Reading is a structured, discussion-based 
approach to the teaching of reading comprehension. 
It aims to develop children’s understanding of a text 
and teach them important strategies for making sense 
of what they read. These strategies—predicting, 
clarifying, questioning, and summarising—are used 
repeatedly on small sections of the text to deal with any 

comprehension difficulties as they emerge. Through 
repeated use of the strategies, readers become more 
confident in dealing with misunderstandings and 
start to apply the strategies to their own independent 
reading. As a targeted intervention, reciprocal reading is 
often used to address the reading difficulties of children 
who can decode a text but struggle to understand it.

What is involved in implementing the programme? 

This project involves a trained teacher or teaching 
assistant (TA) teaching at least two 20- to 30-minute 
sessions a week for 12 to 16 weeks (in addition to 
normal reading or English lessons) to a selected group 
of four to eight children who have been identified 
to have reading comprehension difficulties. The 
delivery of the programme should be overseen by an 
experienced member of staff who can support the 
work of the staff and pupils. 
 
 

The lead teacher for the project and identified teachers 
or TAs attend two online training days together, one 
to introduce the reciprocal reading approach and a 
second, some weeks later after the programme has 
begun in school, where the focus is on developing 
challenge and extending children’s thinking.

There are also two half-day training ‘visits’ from FFT 
Literacy staff to support development of practice.  
Each ‘visit’ follows a training day and focuses on 
helping school staff implement the programme 
successfully. Both the training days and the visits  
are completed online via a live webinar or video call. 



9Accelerator Fund

For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

In line with the research trial results, the focus of 
this project is on Year 5 and Year 6 pupils who have 
difficulties with reading comprehension. In particular, 
schools might target children who decode accurately 
but find it difficult to understand a text or take only 
very literal meanings from text. 

Our recommendation is that the programme is 
launched with Year 5 children in spring or summer 
2022 with intervention sessions continuing into Year 
6 in autumn 2022 as necessary. Schools might also 
wish to extend the programme to other groups of 
children in the academic year 2022/2023.

Cost and resources

The subsidised cost to schools is £500.* This is 20% 
of the total cost. This includes training and support 
for two teachers or TAs and a lead teacher, together 
with resources and materials (three manuals and 27 
books). Schools will also need two days’ cover for 
each teacher or TA attending the training, flexibility to 
release the trained staff during the two two-hour online 
support ‘visits’, and planning time for each teacher or 
TA in order to deliver the programme sessions. 

*Schools will need to cover the cost of VAT for the 
programme, which will bring the total cost to £1,000, 
of which £500 can then be claimed back.

Evidence

The EEF funded an efficacy trial of FFT Literacy’s 
Reciprocal Reading programme involving 98 schools 
and 5,222 pupils. This tested a whole-class approach in 
Year 4 and a targeted approach for students struggling 
with reading comprehension in Years 5 and 6.

The independent evaluation found that children in the 
targeted intervention made an average of two months’ 
additional progress in reading comprehension and 
overall reading compared to the control group. 
Further, results showed that the intervention had an 
even larger positive impact on children who were 
eligible for free school meals.

Website: www.fft.org.uk/fft-literacy/reciprocal-reading

Email: For a discussion about the reciprocal reading programme please contact Andy Taylor on 
ataylor@ fft. org. uk. To book a place for your school on this programme and find out the next 
available training dates, please email literacy@ fft. org. uk

Exclusions: Schools doing Reciprocal Reading cannot sign up to other subsidised programmes

For more information and to sign up

https://fft.org.uk/fft-literacy/reciprocal-reading/
mailto:ataylor@fft.org.uk
mailto:literacy@fft.org.uk
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Trial or subsidised programme:  
Subsidised programme

Age group: Years 7–8 (including 
special school settings)

Type (whole class or targeted): Targeted

Subject area: Literacy

When is the programme recruiting?  
January to May 2022

When is programme delivery?   
Cohorts starting January and May 2022

Switch-On Reading

Overview of programme

Switch-on Reading is an intensive ten-week reading 
intervention delivered one to one by TAs or teachers 
to improve reading outcomes for vulnerable or 
underachieving primary and secondary pupils.  
The aim of Switch-on Reading is for children and 
young people to be able to participate more fully in  
the classroom by becoming more confident and 
active, independent readers. 

Schools receive two sets of finely-graded books  
as well as resources to support the delivery of  
the programme. 

What is involved in implementing  
the programme? 

Schools identify two TAs or teachers to deliver  
the programme, plus an Intervention Coordinator  
(ideally a middle leader). They deliver 20-minute  
Switch-on Reading sessions one to one to at least  
two pupils daily.

For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

This programme is for pupils in Year 7 and Year 8  
who are working well below age-related expectations 
in reading. The books provided are appropriate for this 
age group. Switch-on Reading may be appropriate for 
older pupils in special school settings. 
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Cost and resources

The subsidised programme cost is £1,016.36 for two 
TAs. This is 30% of the total cost. This includes two 
sets of finely-graded books and physical resources 
needed to deliver the sessions. 

Those implementing the intervention attend two  
half-day training sessions remotely and receive a 
follow-up support visit around three weeks after. 
Schools will need to provide cover for the training 
sessions or have the flexibility to release the TAs 
for these. On a weekly basis, delivery consists of 
20-minute one to one sessions per pupil plus a  
further ten minutes for reflection and planning,  
so a TA delivering daily sessions to two pupils  
would need to reserve an hour per day in total. 

Evidence

The EEF ran a randomised controlled trial of Switch-
on Reading in 2013. In this trial, 308 Year 7 pupils 
in 19 schools were randomised to either receive ten 
weeks of one to one support from TAs trained by 
Switch-on’s developers or be in the control group. 
Intervention pupils made three months’ additional 
progress in a standardised reading test. This was 
a moderately secure result with low attrition. The 
EEF further tested the full Switch-on programme 
(reading and writing) in a randomised controlled trial 
for struggling Year 3 pupils in 184 schools where 
schools were trained by trainers who were not the 
original developers. This programme did not have 
an impact on learners’ literacy compared to pupils in 
comparison classes. The programme being offered 
fits the efficacy trial model: it is delivered in secondary 
schools, overseen closely by the original developers, 
and focuses solely on Switch-on Reading. 

Website: www.em-edsupport.org.uk/Page/17328

Email: bhojwani@ gmx. com

Exclusions: Schools doing Switch-on Reading cannot sign up to other subsidised programmes

For more information and to sign up

https://em-edsupport.org.uk/Page/17328
mailto:bhojwani@gmx.com
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Trial or subsidised programme:  
Trial

Age group: Year 7–8 (Key Stage 3)

Type (whole class or targeted): Whole class

Subject area: English

When is the programme recruiting?  
From 1 February 2022

When is programme delivery?   
Two-year programme from September 2022,  
with introductory training in Spring-Summer 2022.

English Mastery

Overview of programme

English Mastery is a two-year intervention aiming to 
support Key Stage 3 English teachers to be more 
effective by implementing a coherent and cumulative 
approach to curriculum design including bespoke 
assessments. The aim of the intervention is to 
improve achievement in English. The comprehensive 
programme provides different pathways for children 
reaching age-related expectations and those working 
below expectations.  

Curriculum material is divided into three strands.

1. Literary heritage—introduces pupils to canonical 
texts and modern classics. The lessons follow a 
knowledge-rich approach to teaching English.  
 

Content about the subject of English, literature, the 
world, history, culture, and heritage and how that 
knowledge connects together is taught explicitly. 

2. Writing mastery—introduces pupils to 
grammatical concepts and rules in a logical 
and cumulative sequence. The rules are taught 
discretely from reading. The lessons follow an 
interleaved structure and pupils deliberately 
practise concepts to the point of mastery. 
Teachers do not use a script. 

3. Reading for pleasure—introduces pupils  
to shared reading of contemporary texts using  
a structured approach. This strand is used to 
teach vocabulary explicitly.

What is involved in implementing the programme? 

The intervention provider is English Mastery, a venture 
that is part of the education charity Ark. Every school 
participating in the programme is assigned a link 

person from English Mastery who visits the school at 
the start of the intervention to provide bespoke training 
and support programme implementation.

Accelerator Fund

5. PROJECTS—RESEARCH TRIALS
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Schools are required to nominate a member of 
their English department to become the English 
Mastery Lead (EML) to lead the implementation of the 
programme in their school. The EML leads weekly 
co-planning sessions to support teachers to plan their 
implementation of the curriculum together: schools are 
provided with co-planning materials, scripted examples, 
and video examples to support this process.

Teachers are also offered support through: 

• induction training;

• leadership training for the EML;

• termly remote development sessions;

• termly ‘Assessing for Mastery’
standardisation sessions;

• termly asynchronous training for teachers
of the programme;

• termly optional webinar workshops; and

• two in-school coaching visits per year.

All teachers are given access to the MyMastery 
platform, which has the full suite of curriculum 
resources as well as comprehensive on-demand 
training materials, classroom footage, and training 
events booking. 

For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

All Year 7 and Year 8 (Key Stage 3) pupils and 
secondary English teachers.

Cost and resources

Schools allocated to receive the intervention will be 
able to receive English Mastery at a highly subsidised 
cost of £900 per year for two years.

English departments involved, particularly the school’s 
nominated English Mastery Ambassador, will need 
to spend time planning and preparing to deliver the 
English Mastery curriculum, including running their 
own weekly co-planning sessions and attending the 
termly programme of online training and assessments 
and in-school visits, as outlined above.

Schools allocated to the important control group 
will receive £1,250 for taking part.

Accelerator Fund
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Website: www.arkcurriculumplus.org.uk/our-programmes/secondary/english-mastery

Email: partnerships@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk or sign up online here 

Exclusions: Schools doing English Mastery cannot sign up to other trials in the Accelerator Fund

For more information and to sign up

Evidence

The components of the English Mastery programme 
are rooted in evidence. Overarching themes include 
an emphasis on explicit teaching, a purposeful and 
cumulative knowledge-rich curriculum, and  
developing pupils’ vocabulary. 

English Mastery has been independently evaluated 
using a matched design involving 14 schools (1,700 
pupils). After three years of the intervention, pupils 
in the intervention schools made greater progress 
than those in the control schools on a standardised 
measure of reading. There was also evidence that 
English Mastery was particularly effective for pupils 
with low prior attainment.

The EEF funded an efficacy trial of English Mastery 
in 2018, which was disrupted due to partial school 
closures caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

As a result, it was not possible to collect any  
outcome data for the impact evaluation. A short  
report will be available in Spring 2022 focusing  
on the implementation and process evaluation 
activities undertaken. We would like to run a new  
trial of the programme to assess its impact on  
student attainment.

Accelerator Fund

https://www.arkcurriculumplus.org.uk/our-programmes/secondary/english-mastery
mailto:partnerships@arkcurriculumplus.org.uk
https://arkonline.tfaforms.net/262
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Trial or subsidised programme:  
Trial

Age group: Age 3–4 (nursery) 

Type (whole class or targeted): All pupils

Subject area: Oral language

When is the programme recruiting?  
February to July 2022

When is programme delivery?   
September 2022 to July 2023

Learning Language And Loving ItTM – The Hanen Programme®  
for Early Childhood Educators

Overview of programme

Learning Language and Loving ItTM—The Hanen 
Program® for Early Childhood Educators (LLLI) 
provides training for staff working with children in  
the early years to develop their approaches for 
supporting children’s oral language. It provides 
practical, specialist strategies for helping all children  
in the classroom build language and social skills 
during normal daily routines and activities. 

These strategies include encouraging children to initiate 
and engage in conversational interaction, encouraging 
extended individual and group conversations between 

adults and children, and modelling more sophisticated 
language to expand the child’s oral language skills and 
facilitate the development of decontextualised  
(or abstract) language.

In this project, the LLLI programme is delivered by 
Hanen-licensed speech and language therapists 
and Early Years teachers working on behalf of 
Communicate SLT. 

What is involved in implementing the programme? 

The training involves nine group workshops each 
lasting two and a half hours spread at regular intervals 
between November 2022 and May 2023 and eight 
sessions that follow the training workshops. 

The workshops introduce and consolidate 
understanding of the Hanen strategies and the  
one individual coaching sessions support staff  

with implementing the strategies. Coaching involves 
staff sharing a pre-recorded video of themselves using 
the strategies with children in their setting and provide 
a valuable opportunity for staff to consider their 
practice with the support of a programme leader. 

Accelerator Fund
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For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

Early Years settings on non-domestic premises  
(such as state-maintained school-based nurseries  
and private, voluntary and independent settings)  
who have children receiving Early Years Pupil 
Premium funding are eligible to take part in the trial. 
Early years settings are also required to have a cohort 
of at least 15 children who are due to turn four in the 
academic year 2022/2023 attending their setting in 
September/October 2022. 

At least half (ideally two-thirds) of the staff who work 
with the preschool nursery cohort are asked to take 
part in the workshops and coaching sessions.

Cost and resources

Settings allocated to receive the intervention will be 
able to receive LLLI at no cost. The Department for 
Education and the EEF will cover 50% reimbursement 
for the cover costs required to release staff to take 
part in the workshops. Up to £1,000 will be provided 
on completion of all required evaluation activities as 
a thank you payment to those in the the important 
‘business as usual’ control group. 

Following feedback from the EEF’s first trial of LLLI,  
a hybrid model of both in-person and online training 
has been developed. A pilot of this delivery approach 

is currently underway and will inform the schedule of in-
person and online sessions for the trial. Currently, most 
of the group workshops and coaching sessions are 
planned to take place online via webinar or video call.

Early years settings will require onsite access to a 
computer with an internet connection and a device, 
such as a tablet, which can be used to record videos 
of staff-pupil interactions so these can be uploaded 
onto a secure online access point for programme 
deliverers to review. If an early years setting does not 
have access to a tablet to take part in the programme 
the EEF will fund the costs of a device. 

Evidence

In 2017 the EEF published a review of early language 
programmes that recommended further evaluations 
of language interventions delivered by staff in early 
years settings and specifically recommended trialling 
Hanen’s LLLI programme. 

In the 2019/2020 academic year the EEF and the 
DfE funded a trial of Hanen LLLI in 147 maintained 
nurseries. Unfortunately, delivery of the trial and 
programme was disrupted due to COVID-19 but a 
report on this project is due to be published in the 
spring of 2022. We would like to restart the trial of 
LLLI to assess the impact of the programme on 
children’s oral language skills.

Website: www.communicate-slt.org.uk

Email: llli@communicate-slt.org.uk

Exclusions: Schools doing Learning Language and Loving It cannot sign up to other trials in the
Accelerator Fund

For more information and to sign up

Accelerator Fund

https://communicate-slt.org.uk/
https://www.arkcurriculumplus.org.uk/our-programmes/secondary/english-mastery
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Trial or subsidised programme:  
Trial

Age group: Year 5 (age 9–10)

Type (whole class or targeted): Whole class

Subject area: Literacy

When is the programme recruiting?  
February to June 2022

When is programme delivery?   
October 2022 to May 2023

Peer Assisted Learning Strategies UK (PALS-UK)

Overview of programme

Peer Assisted Learning Strategies UK (PALS-UK) is  
a whole-class, structured, paired-reading intervention 
for Year 5 pupils. Pupils work together in pairs and 
take turns to act as coach and reader. PALS-UK 
aims to improve pupils’ reading comprehension and 

oral reading fluency, ultimately improving their overall 
reading attainment. In each session, partners engage 
in four activities: partner reading, re-tell, paragraph 
shrinking, and prediction relay.

What is involved in implementing the programme? 

Teachers take part in a face to face training day and a 
half-day of top-up training to learn how to deliver the 
programme. Teachers also receive a PALS-UK manual 
with comprehensive information on how to deliver the 
programme and a set of 20 books providing suitable 
KS2 reading material for a range of reading levels. 
Schools have access to additional support from the 
delivery team throughout the delivery period and two 
school visits are conducted by the delivery team to 
support schools with implementation.

Pupils undertake PALS-UK sessions for 30 to 35 
minutes three times per week for 20 weeks. This 
includes four weeks of training for the class on how  
to work effectively in reading pairs followed by a further 
16 weeks of reading sessions. Students are split into 
reading pairs based on reading ability, with each pair 
consisting of one higher-attaining and one lower-
attaining reader. Pairs are swapped every four weeks 
after the initial training phase.

Accelerator Fund
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For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

This programme is for Year 5 teachers and pupils.  
The programme is suitable for single year-group 
classes (that is, classes that include only Year 5 
pupils). Multi-form and single-form entry schools  
are eligible to take part.

Schools taking part in the trial must be willing to 
facilitate data collection for the evaluation, including 
providing access to technology for pupils to take part 
in an online reading assessment, and must be willing 
to be randomly assigned to either the group receiving 
the intervention or to a control group. We ask that 
schools do not enrol if they have used the PALS 
approach with their Year 5 pupils within the last three 
years, are taking part in another EEF literacy project 
with their Year 5 pupils in the 2022/2023 academic 
year, or are taking part in another Accelerator Fund 
efficacy trial. 

All Year 5 pupils can take part in this whole-class 
programme. Pupils needing additional support to 
engage with the programme activities, such as pupils 
with special educational needs or pupils with English 
as an additional language, can be paired with an adult 
rather than another pupil at the teacher’s discretion. 

Cost and resources

Half of the schools taking part in this trial will 
be randomly allocated to receive the PALS-UK 
intervention, at a subsidised cost of £100. Year 5  
class teachers will need to attend 1.5 days of training.  

The other half of the schools taking part in this trial will 
be allocated to the control group and will not receive 
the PALS-UK intervention but will receive £500.

Evidence

PALS is an international programme. It has been 
widely implemented in the U.S. and evaluated 
using experimental designs. It is cited by many 
organisations as a promising approach. However, 
these studies have typically been small and led by the 
developers of PALS. The EEF’s trial of this project will 
provide a robust evaluation of the impact of PALS-UK 
in U.K. primary schools. 

Previous studies of peer-assisted approaches have 
found positive impacts on a range of outcomes. 
The EEF’s Teaching and Learning Toolkit strand 
identifies peer tutoring as an approach that can have 
a high impact for very low cost, based on extensive 
evidence. PALS-UK is in keeping with a number of the 
characteristics of effective peer tutoring interventions 
described in the EEF’s Toolkit, including structuring 
peer interactions and providing training for both staff 
and pupils.  

PALS-UK also exemplifies elements of another 
promising strand from the EEF’s Toolkit, Reading 
Comprehension Strategies. This includes activities 
like retelling, summarising, and predicting. Reading 
comprehension strategies are described by the  
Toolkit as very high impact for very low cost based  
on extensive evidence.

Telephone: 0115 848 4509

Email: emma.vardy@ntu.ac.uk

Exclusions: Schools doing PALS-UK cannot sign up to other trials in the Accelerator Fund

For more information and to sign up

Accelerator Fund

mailto:emma.vardy@ntu.ac.uk
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What is involved in implementing  
the programme? 

The 5Rs programme requires minimal resources and 
settings are provided with access to a scheme of work, 
three initial diagnostic tests, lesson plans, a defined 
lesson structure, and access to online resources 
for teachers and students. Teachers are required to 
attend one training day per term and to deliver the 
programme during timetabled maths lessons for 
three ten-week terms. Ideally, three one-hour lessons 
are delivered per week, although alternative lesson 
time allocations can also be accommodated. 

For which teachers and pupils is this 
programme suitable? 

Students re-sitting their GCSE maths exam in 16–18 
settings and practitioners teaching those classes. 

Trial or subsidised programme:  
Trial

Age group: Post-16

Type (whole class or targeted): Whole class

Subject area: Mathematics

When is the programme recruiting?  
January to June 2022

When is programme delivery?   
September 2022 to June 2023

The 5Rs Approach To GCSE Maths Resits

Overview of programme

The 5Rs approach aims to enhance the support that 
teachers give to 16 - to 19-year-old students resitting 
GCSE maths in order to improve their attainment. The 
programme includes three teacher training days, short 
diagnostic tests, a scheme of work including lesson 
plans and a defined lesson structure, and access to 
online resources for teachers and students. Each 5Rs 
lesson is structured into five sections:  

• Recall—recalling key maths facts;

• Routine—completing practice questions;

• Revise—revising one specific topic;

• Repeat—practising exam questions; and

• Ready—focusing on exam technique.

Accelerator Fund
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Cost and resources

Schools allocated to the intervention will be able  
to receive the 5Rs programme at no cost.

Settings allocated to the intervention group will be 
given £500 to recognise the evaluation requirements 
and settings in the control group will receive £1,000. 
Teachers are required to attend one training day  
per term.  

Evidence

A trial of The 5Rs Approach to GCSE Maths Resits 
trial was originally funded in 2019, however due to the 
closure of schools and colleges during the COVID-19 
pandemic and changes to GCSE assessments, it was 
not possible for the evaluation to estimate the impact 
of the 5Rs programme on students’ attainment.

Therefore, we would like to run a new trial to assess 
the impact of the programme on students re-sitting 
their GCSE maths exam.

Website: www.aoc.co.uk/teaching-and-learning/the-5rs-approach-gcse-maths-resits

Email: 5rs@aoc.co.uk

Exclusions: Schools doing The 5Rs Approach to GCSE Maths Resits cannot sign up to other trials in the
Accelerator Fund

For more information and to sign up

Accelerator Fund

https://5rs.co.uk/
mailto:5rs@aoc.co.uk
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6. REGIONAL SUPPORT FOR SCHOOLS

The Research School Network is a network of schools 
that support the use of evidence to improve teaching 
practice. The network consists of 39 schools: 28 
Research Schools and 11 Associate Research Schools. 

Research Schools aim to lead the way in the use of 
evidence-based practice by sharing their knowledge 
and expertise on effective teaching and putting research 
into practice. They build affiliations with large numbers of 
schools in their region and support the use of evidence 
at scale. 

They do this by: 

• encouraging schools in their network to make use 
of evidence-based programmes and practices 
through regular communication and events; 

• providing training and professional development 
for senior leaders and teachers on how to improve 
classroom practice based on the best available 
evidence; and 

• building local capacity to support the use of 
evidence and evidence-informed practices.  

Supporting recovery— 
making evidence-informed choices 

To support schools to address challenges in the wake 
of the pandemic, the EEF, in partnership with the 
Research Schools Network, is delivering a bespoke 
offer of twilight training sessions and a six-module 
training programme to schools in the three RSC regions 
of the North of England, East Midlands and Humber, 
and the West Midlands. This will enable school leaders 
to diagnose areas for development in their setting, 
identify possible improvement strategies, and begin  
to implement these successfully. 

To find out more about the Research School Network 
and to contact your local Research School please 
visit the website here. To register for the Supporting 
Recovery twilights or training programme, please 
complete this expression of interest form. 

Accelerator Fund

https://researchschool.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_k9rSynWwIEHb0fIvlxLOSJ0NAwHuI30bvJ9gqMUt5FVFbg/viewform
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